Anaesthetic management of glucagonoma.
Alpha cell tumours of the pancreatic islets of Langerhans are rare. The glucagonoma syndrome is caused by excess glucagon secretion from such a tumour. Physiologically, glucagon is important in the control of the homeostatis of glucose and certain amino acids. Pharmacologically, it has been used to treat heart failure. Problems with both glucose homeostasis and myocardial function could, therefore, theoretically be anticipated following resection of a glucagonoma. This paper describes the peri-operative management of such a case, where, despite measured changes in glucagon, no problems of this nature were encountered.